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According to the EPA, 3.5 million people in Appalahia live within a mile of
an Abandoned Mine Land site.

The heritage of Appalachia has been rooted in dlaéindustry for over 100 years
and mining paved the way for the industrializatddAmerica. Problems related
to pre-regulatory mining and the challenges ofameltion is bringing partners
together to reforest much of Appalachia that watamned as grass- or pasture-
land.

The mountains of Appalachian Coal Country are drntbe most beautiful, cultur-
ally rich regions in America, experience many hhips related to poverty and
environmental degradation.

This spring, the Appalachian Coal Country Watersiiedm (ACCWT) and the
Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative (ARRArtnered for the first time
to successfully sponsor and organize eight trestiplgevents throughout the A
palachian coal region. The ACCWT and ARRI sharestinecesses of the citizern
and industry volunteers that planted 27,500 tregllsggs on 36.1 acres of prev
ously-mined lands. Together, we are re-establistiiegformer eastern hardwog
forest cover and creating future economic oppotyuni
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Our Partnership
The Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team (ACCWT)is an innovative partnership between the Office o

Surface Mining, concerned with environmental re@déon and safety, AmeriCorps*VISTA, concerned witbv-
erty, and local community groups. The ACCWT attesriot
draw connections between environmental degradadiodh
impoverished localities. The Team was founded spoase
to requests from small, community volunteer-basedew
shed groups throughout coal country, and targedblems
associated with the legacy of pre-regulatory coalimy in
Appalachian watersheds. The ACCWT co-sponsors -detef
mined, college graduate OSM/VISTAs with local watexd
groups in Appalachian communities in need of théssand
commitment those Volunteers can bring to a yeatwar of
full-time national service. OSM/VISTAs address raily
immediate and pressing water quality problems; thgyport
their local communities in the longer, more hardght
struggles of community sustainability, job staliliand suc-

| oy cessful futures for citizens in rural America. Foore infor-
# $ % mation about the ACCWT, please visit: www.accwt.org

The Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative ARRI), formed in 2004js a cooperative effort by the States
of the Appalachian Region with the Office of Sudddining to encourage restoration of high qualityekts on re-
claimed coal mines in the eastern USA. ARRI's gaadsto communicate and encourage mine reforestptiactices
that:

plant more high-value hardwood trees on reclainted mined lands in Appalachia;

increase the survival rates and growth rates aftpthtrees; and

expedite the establishment of forest habitat thinongfural succession
ARRI’s collaboration efforts include over 300 paats, like: watershed and environmental groups,strigiuState and
Federal government, coal field communities, landensnand private citizens to enlist their effomtsl support. For
more information about the ARRI, please visit:phtarri.osmre.gov.

Why Reforestation is Needed

Virtually all of the land in Appalachia was onceadeted. Many areas have been reclaimed after mioipgsture-
land and are no longer being utilized for such gpse. Reclaimed sites are stable, there are wslldas, erosion is
controlled, and they meet regulatory requiremetswever, where we once had a forest, we now seé rafithis
land in a state of arrested natural successiomakential to return to a productive forest is mial. Happily, 80% of
current mining sites are now being reforested sgfally, many of them with the Forestry Reclamatipproach.

The Forestry Reclamation Approach (FRA)
A major problem for growing trees on historic armvareclaimed surface mines is compaction. Anotleeioss chal-
lenge is competition from the aggressive grassdslegumes typically planted on reclaimed sites.afldress these
issues, ARRI created the Forestry Reclamation AgpgtgqFRA). The FRA is a method for reclaiming coahed
land to forest, and is based on knowledge gainah footh scientific
research and field experience. The five stepsefRA include:
- Create a suitable rooting medium for good tree tinavat is no

less than 4 feet deep and comprised of topsoil theead sand-

stone, and/or the best available material

Loosely grade the topsoil or topsoil substitutdsl@shed in step

one to create a non-compacted growth medium

Use ground covers that are compatible with groviiags

Plant two types of trees — 1) early successioniepdar wildlife

and soil stability, and 2) commercially valuabletrees

Use proper tree planting techniques
The FRA is designed to restore forest land capgbilising this
method allows for forest land productivity to beuabto or better than that which proceeded mining.




March 5, 2009 substrate for planting and will American Chestnut.  After

Friends of Russell Fork

Haysi, located in Dickenson
County, in SW Va., is an ares
with a strong history of min-
ing. The estimated population

allow the seedlings to thrive.

OSM/VISTA Chris Eberly
and his supervisor Gene
Counts worked with three
area high schools; over 10(

lunch, the groups traded so
those who had been in learn-
ing sessions were able to
plant.

Planting was conducted in

students were bussed to th groups with students in pairs,

of Haysi is 179. site. Students were placed intceach group was supervised by

While most sites were one of eight groups, four a teacher, member of the
ripped with a D9 Dozer and groups planted in the morning OSM/VISTA Team or a For-
ripping bars, the Haysi site while the remaining rotated ester from the Va. Department
used an excavator to looselthrough four learning stations. of Forestry. The event ran
and churn the soil because Stations included: ARRI and from 10 am to 2 pm. Students
D9 could not make it down the FRA planting method, completed the day with much
the road to the site. This nhatural forest succession. excitement and a great sense
method provided excellent forest ecosystems, soil proper of accomplishment.

ties and soil science, and the
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March 17, 2009

Guest River Restoration
Project

lamation. The DMLR, who planting event. Volunteers
has been maintaining thefrom Job Corps, Wise County
property, handled reclama- Litter Control, the Virginia
tion of the site. The land was Forestry Department, and

Coeburn, located in Wise finalized in the summer of ACCWT OSM/VISTAs from
County in SW Va., was estab-2008 and is now being refor- other areas attended to plant
lished in 1894 and has aested. There was no need t seedlings.

strong history of mining. rip the land prior to planting ., =~ Lo et ran from

. L at the Coeburn site. The soi
The planting site in Coeburn, o« ot compacted and plant 10 am through 1 pm. Volun-
teers were happy to have at-

was once a waste coal pile,; ;
i 'ing was possible. .
now reclaimed, that had been g P tended and pleased with the

cleared of mining materials in OSM/VISTA Claire Donley results of their hard work on
1980 by the Department of worked with Richard Davis of St. Patrick’s Day.

Mines Minerals and Energy, DMLR to coordinate the

Division of Mined Land Rec-
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March 21, 2009

Headwaters, Inc.

Volunteers from the mining tween the US and South
industry and the Sierra Club America is the Cerulean War-
worked side by side to plant bler, a small endangered bird

Carcassonne, located intrees; all agreed the event wa with a narrow habitat range.

Letcher County, KY, is found a success.
in the Eastern Coal Field re-

gion of the state At a celebration event the

following week a representa-

The planting site in Carcas-tive from the United Nations
sonne, KY is a reclaimed Environmental Programme
mine site. The event was co-presented local Spanish teact
ordinated by OSM/VISTAs ers with letters from students
Sam Adams and Reubenin Northern South America.
Liebe. The land is now pri- These letters will be given to
vately owned. local students to launch a pel
pal program. The link be-
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The bird winters in the broad-
leaved forests of South Amer-
ica and migrates to habitati
throughout the eastern US tg
use tall deciduous trees angie
open understory areas ag
breeding grounds. Planting
volunteers and community
members attended to celebrat
the work done, and watch the
letter exchange ceremony.
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March 27, 2009 process. The Prenter event i Conservation Corps of West
The Appalachian Coal the only 2009 event involving Virginia, the National Park
Country Watershed Team coal industry owned land. Service and area watershed
Patriot has met and exceede groups participated in the
County, W. Va., has a very reclanf1ation efforts on the.ir event. Even though_thg day
strong historical and current own for the release of this was overcast and chilly in the
mining presence. land. Thg coal company part- morning, volynteers worked
nered with the ACCWT and hard and enjoyed the event.

The site outside Prenter ARRI to go beyond what was An ambulance unit was on
WV is currently owned by required and enhance the lan hand in case of emergency|
Patriot Coal. The event was and their efforts with addi- and even the EMTs were ex-
coordinated by the ACCWT tional tree planting. The land cited about the work and
support staff office in Beck- is to be used as wildlife habi- helped plant seedlings while
ley, WV. tat. they were there. With over

3,500 trees planted, volun-
The ACCWT worked Volunteers from the teers left happy and satisfied

closely with Patriot Coal dur- ACCWT OSM/VISTA Team, . .
ing the planning and event Patriot Coal, the Citizens with their accomplishment.

Prenter, located in Boone
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April 18, 2009 were from local church youth the 18th.

Little Begver Creek Land gsrr?alljppifoagge?]?jéds Cgu:j#;g(rfri The Ohio Department of

Foundation church each Sunday to intro- _Natural Resources was very
Lisbon, located in Columbi- duce himself, his projects anc MVoIved in the planting event

ana County in NE OH, was his organization. For the tree as well.

established in 1803 and cur-planting event he did the samt  Kids worked in small

rently has a large farming and successfully got the Lis-groups with adults while

population. bon community interested anc planting. Volunteers were
. involved in the planting event. happy to be doing such “great
OSM/VISTA Ben Shapiro work” and hope to be able to

i Over 80 volunteers attender .~ )
organized a very successiul visit the land again when tree

i i itethe event and were able tc
event on a reclaimed mine site rowth occurs to see the ac-

in Lisbon, OH. plant the seedlings veryg .
quickly on the afternoon of complishments of the day.

Many volunteers at this site
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tool, to plant seedlings on tional trees to further enhancse
May 1, 2009 land owned by Schuylkill the area.
County and leased by Moun-

Schuylkill Conservation Y el OSM/VISTA  Myers also
oo taintop Coal Mining Inc., rqanized a media/celebrati
District Elysburg. The volunteers gag;/athaet tgokeplacge;ea:‘o?-
Minersville, located in ﬁgmzleted the planting in four lowing week on May 7th.
Schuylkill Country, is a very ' Minersville area high school
active mining community. Mountaintop Coal, which students attended the celebra

OSM/VISTA Mike Myers leased the land from thetion event, were given a tour
with Schuylkill Conservation county for a strip mine opera- of an active portion of the
District, organized 30 com- tion, donated time and equip- mine site by representatives o
munity volunteers who Ment to prepare the land for Mountaintop Coal, and had
donned gardening gloves andthe project. Mountaintop had the chance to ceremoniousl
rain ponchos and wielded reclaimed the_ land prior to plant_ several addltlona_ll
dibbles, a hand-held plantingeléase, but wished to partne American Chestnut trees in

with the county to plant addi- the planting area.




April 24-26, 2009 planted 1,800 trees on 1.tto help restore habitat for this

The Appalachian Forest acres just outside of Webste sensitive species.
Heritage Area Springs, in Webster County, On Saturday and Sunday,
. April 25th and 26th, 2009, 20
The students Spaniskvolunteers from the Oak-
teacher, Mary Jane Williams, brook Church in Reston, Va,
got them involved in a pen pal as well as several local volun-
program with students in Co- teers from the community and
lumbia, South America. The state and federal organizationg
connection being the Cerulear planted over 3,600 trees on]
Warbler, which migrates from 6.5 acres of land. The total
Appalachia to South America. amount for the weekend tree
This tree planting was in part planting was 5,440 trees on 8}
acres of land.

Although it was incorpo-
rated as Addison in 1892, the
town of Webster Springs, WV
has retained its frequently
used common name from the
name of its post office . Popu-
lation is approximately 810.

On Friday April 24th, 2009,
35 High School students from
Richwood, WV came and
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March 6-8, 2009 gated to plant 5,000 trees on
. 10 acre plot of land the groug
Cumberlan_d River Recla- had just purchased. This lanc
mation Project is a cooperative ownership
Williamsburg, KY is the effort and the group is very
111 county seat of Whitley proud to have been qble tc
# % County. Williamsburg has secure and plant seedlings c
$ been called the “gateway tomany native species on It tc
+7 the Cumberlands, whether itmake the land usable for wild-

be the Cumberland River, life.
Cumberland Falls, Lake Cum-
berland, or the University of
the Cumberlands.

The accomplishments of
the three day planting were
easily evident and the mem-
Over the first weekend in bers of the Cumberland Rivel
March, volunteers from the Reclamation Project are
brand new Cumberland River thrilled to have improved the
Reclamation Project congre-quality of the land. #




Our 2009 Total
In our first year of partnership, the AppalachiamaCCountry Watershed Team and the Appalachian Re
gional Reforestation Initiative successfully:

Planted 27,500 trees;

Covered 36.1 acres with seedlings;

and got 520 community volunteers involved in a widsgpread reforestation initiative!

The Future
Members of the ACCWT and its Watershed Partneendéd the 2009 ARRI Conference to learn about]

the Forestry Reclamation Approach in action anbdegin thinking about local projects for the sprinfg
2010.

i This conference allowed for personalized trainioigrfew groups getting involved in
a planting event next year and time for groups igareated an event in 2009 to
discuss both the successes and hardships of togcts.

Recently, the ACCWT has had the opportunity to @lan OSM/VISTA with ARRI
representative, Patrick Angel. This placement regmts the full time dedication that
the ACCWT has given to creating many successfel ptanting events and the dedi-
cation of creating a bigger and better succes9192

The ACCWT and ARRI are already in the process afping tree planting events
for 2010 with the goals of increasing the numbesites hosting an event, increasing
the number of acres and trees planted, and sucgceEdireater community involve-
ment!




