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Allan Comp receives the Service to America Medal: Environ-
ment on September 23, 2009. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ACCWT Director Receives National Recognition 
 

For the first time the Partnership for Public 
Service has recognized the leader of a 
National Service project with its highest 
award. 
 
The Partnership has awarded its 2009 Service 
to America Medal in the Environment 
category to Dr. T Allan Comp, coordinator of 
the Office of Surface Mining's two teams of 
AmeriCorps Volunteers In Service To 
America, the Appalachian Coal Country 
Watershed Team (ACCWT) and the Western 
Hardrock Watershed Team (WHWT).  
 
The Service to America Medal recognizes members of America's federal 

workforce who have made 
significant contributions 
to the country. Honorees 
are peer-nominated and 
chosen based on their 
commitment and 
innovation, as well as the 
impact of their work on 
addressing the needs of 
the nation.  Eight medals 
are awarded: the 
Environment Medal, the 
Call to Service Medal, the 

Career Achievement Medal, 
the Citizen Services Medal, 
the Homeland Security 

Medal, the Justice and Law Enforcement Medal, the National Security and 
International Affairs Medal, and the Science and Technology Medal. 

 

The mission of the 
Appalachian Coal Country 
Watershed Team is to 
provide rural communities 
impoverished by 
environmental degradation 
and its consequences the 
help they need to make their 
home-place-watersheds 
healthier places to live and 
work.    
 
The ACCWT is supported 
by an innovative partnership 
between the Office of 
Surface Mining (OSM), 
concerned with 
environmental reclamation, 
AmeriCorps VISTA 
concerned with poverty, and 
local community groups 
among the 3 million living 
within a mile of an 
Abandoned Mine Land.   
 
The ACCWT began in 2001 
as an OSM/VISTA 
initiative, placing 
determined college-trained 
men and women in a year of 
service in rural mining 
communities.  
OSM/VISTAs work side by 
side with community 
members to build local 
capacity, improve our 
environment, enhance 
outreach and education, 
engage in economic 
development and require 
professional development. 

“I am honored to receive this 
medal, but I would point out that 
the really important people are 
those who volunteer to help their 
communities day in and day out, 
and the OSM/VISTAs that help 
them do that. Volunteers truly are 
the backbone of this nation -- and 
of these teams that I get to 
coordinate. I hope they all 
recognize this award is really as 
much for them as it is for me.” 

Dr. T Allan Comp 
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 Resources Generated  
All in a region short on resources 

 Quarter 4 

July 1-September 30 2009 

To Date 

October-2008-September- 
2009 

Since our Founding 

2002-2009 

Hours logged by 
volunteers 

7472 22,001 135,087 

In-kind Resources $372,418 $907,032 $7,247,404 

Grants Secured $53,790 $755,702 $6,041,204 

Partnerships Created* 159 560 865 (since 2007) 

*These numbers have only recently been tracked.   

 These numbers are a true measure of the Team’s ability to provide rural communities the help they need to make 
their home-place watershed healthier places to live and work.   

 

Recruiting News 

In this last quarter, the ACCWT has welcomed 23 new OSM/VISTAs to the Team, 16 of which were OSM/VISTA 
positions allotted by the Recovery Act. Looking forward into the next quarter, while the ACCWT will be sad to see our 
Volunteerism and Outreach Coordinators end their OSM/VISTA terms, we have been fortunate to recruit their 
replacements who will continue and expand their work in the next 1 – 2 years. 

 

Team Training 

The ACCWT held its first ever ACCWT Team Training in which we brought the entire Team, consisting of 49 
OSM/VISTAs and 32 Supervisors, together at once.  While at this training, new OSM/VISTAs received a full 
day of grant writing, experienced OSM/VISTAs received a day of professional development training (including 
public speaking, resume building, and alumni experiences), and the supervisors received training in effective 
OSM/VISTA management and future project planning.  In addition, speakers attended from the Environmental 
Protection Agency, Agency of Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, AmeriCorps*NCCC, and Audubon 
International’s Sustainable Communities Program. 
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OSM/VISTA Barry Gibbs, with the Upper Guyandotte Watershed 
Association, shows kids macro-invertebrate samples at Kids Classic 
Festival in Beckley, WV on Sept. 12, 2009. The Festival was an 
opportunity to speak with community members and give them 
infor-mation about their watershed and the group. 

OSM/VISTA Brian Carlson conducts water  testing for Friends of 
Decker’s Creek in Dellslow, WV. 
 

 

Our Successes 

OSM/VISTAs serve rural community watershed organizations in eight Appalachian states. They work within five 
core goals to accomplish a common mission in coal country.  Many Appalachian Coal Country watershed 
organizations lack the time, skills, and knowledge to effectively and successfully combat the regional issues of 
high unemployment and poverty, water contamination and pollution, economic redevelopment, citizen apathy of 
the natural resources, lack of education and awareness, and degraded aquatic habitat. Here are few examples of 
how OSM/VISTAs are making a real difference in the communities they serve. 

 
Core Goal 1: Capacity Building.  OSM/VISTA Miranda 
Shoemaker with the Armstrong County Conservation District 
(PA) participated in the submission of an application for funding 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to construct 
water quality improvement measures.  The organization secured the 
funding which totals an astounding $1.67 million to work on water 
quality improvement projects on dirt and gravel roads.  
OSM/VISTA Alexandra Ash serving a second term with 
Woodland Community Land Trust (TN) gained support from an 
unexpected volunteer.  Alexandra utilized the Serve.gov website to 

post volunteer opportunities in rural TN community.  At first she was 
skeptical about using the internet to recruit volunteers, but her 
organization needed the assistance of a skilled GIS person.  To her 

surprise, a retired GPS professional from California contacted her and after introductions and discussions about 
her needs he has started to create maps of the watershed for use at stakeholder and volunteer meetings.   
 
 
Core Goal 2: Water Quality Mointoring, Reasearch and Clean 
Water Initiatiaves. OSM/VISTA Chris Bludgus, with the 
Lackawanna River Corridor Association (PA), volunteered with 
the LRCA’s River Watch Program.  This is a volunteer based group 
that tests designated sites along the Lackawanna River twice a year, 
including macro invertebrate collection, temperature, dissolved 
oxygen, heavy metals, and surrounding environment tests.  Chris 
assisted volunteers by overseeing macro invertebrate identification 
and recording the data collected.  Chris is also assisting the 
University of Scranton to turn the basement of their biology 
laboratory building into a functional water testing lab.  This will 
allow the LRCA to conduct the River Watch program throughout the 
year, purchase and store more equipment, and conduct more thorough 
chemical analyses of the water to give a clearer picture of the watershed’s overall health.  OSM/VISTA Barry 
Gibbs serving with Upper Guyandotte Watershed Association (WV) spent his first few months of service 
organizing the current database on water monitoring.  The organization has an electronic record of water 
monitoring information covering the last three years. This information will be used to build charts, tables, and 
other analytical tools to observe trends in water quality over the aforementioned time period. 
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Mountain Ridge High School students plant Paw Paw seeds in 
the green house in Barton, MD. This project was coordinated 
by OSM/VISTA Adrian Uzunian as part of George’s Creek 
Watershed Association’s community outreach and education. 

OSMVISTA Adam Cotchen, with Crooked Creek Watershed 
Association in PA, works the local Farmers' Market, a project 
designed to enhance community redevelopment. 

OSMVISTAs Mike Myers, Chris Bludgus, and Lily 
Kay present  at the ACCWT fall training about 
successful community projects they planned and 
implemented. 

 
Core Goal 3: Education and Outreach.  OSM/VISTAs Scott Fanello 
with the New River National River Group and Lily Kay with 
Plateau Action Network (WV) partnered to get the community of 
Winona together to discuss future wastewater treatment improvements 
to the area.  Both planned the event and discussed that the next step is 
to recruit volunteers to “go door to door to try and get 80% of the 
residents to sign up for the program.  If all goes well construction will 
begin in 2012 and Winona, a community with failing septic systems 
and straight pipes, will not only receive wastewater service, they will 
also be one of the first cluster systems in West Virginia.  Their example 
could lead to the adoption of this technology in other small 

communities throughout coal country” said Scott.  OSM/VISTA 
Andrew Miller serving with Friends of the Cheat (WV) is in the 
process of assisting his organization in the completion a Brownfield 

project at the Preston coal preparation site along the Cheat River.  Having secured two grants from the Northern 
WV Brownfield Assistance Center, FoC hosted a tour and visioning session for the site.  Community members 
were invited to see the site and present ideas and concerns they have regarding its future use.   The plans for the 
site include an interpretive center for the area’s history, river access to kayakers and rafters, and a trail head for a 
future rail trail.   
 
Core Goal 4: Community Revitalization.  OSM/VISTA Patrick 
Smith is serving with the Town of Lebanon (VA) on the Pellisippi 
Project, a multi-faceted wetland project that will include outdoor 
classroom space, rain gardens, and trails. Patrick’s service has 
included initiating and facilitating partnerships with many 
organizations and individuals, including the Virginia Division of 
Forestry, Virginia Tech, Lebanon Farmer’s Market, and wetland 
expert Tom Biebighauser. The Pellisippi Project will fill many 
community needs, from its recreational uses to its opportunities for 
learning.  OSM/VISTA Jennifer Garlesky serving with the Morris 
Creek Watershed Association (WV) brought together community 
members and volunteers this August to perform maintenance on a 
community park owned by the city of Montgomery. MCWA recruited 
eight volunteers to help with the project, which included spreading mulch (donated by a local timber company) 
around the playground equipment. “This was a great service project because all of the volunteers are not 
members of the watershed group,” said Jennifer. “The volunteers were playing on the playground with their 
children and when they saw we were doing some work to the park they decided to pitch in.” MCWA provided 
water and tools for the volunteers to complete the project.  

 
Core Goal 5: Professional Development.  OSM/VISTAs Mike Myers 
(Schuylkill Headwaters Association PA), Reuben Liebe (Headwaters Inc., 
KY) , and Elizabeth Fees (Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative, 
KY)   presented at the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land 
Programs conference in Rogers, AR in late September. The conference was an 
opportunity for OSM/VISTAs to gain professional presentation experience and 
to co-author and publishes a professional paper.  The paper was written in 
conjunction with Dr. Patrick Angel, a forester with the Office of Surface 
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Mining.  The paper detailed the new Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative, the ACCWT, and two 
specific projects completed in 2009 using the ARRI approach. 
 
 

ACCWT Places Volunteers Through the Recovery Act 
The ACCWT placed 23 OSM/VISTAs with the Team through the course of the summer thanks to the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The Recovery Act appropriated $65 million to the AmeriCorps 
VISTA program to expand existing projects and develop new projects.  The ACCWT allocated these positions to 
3-year projects already in place, new 3-year projects, and one-year focused projects. Each one-year focused 
Recovery OSM/VISTA concentrates on two of the ACCWT Core Goals with an emphasis on projects that 
complement the goals of the Recovery Act; through volunteer generation and management, nonprofit capacity 
building, and other economic development and recovery projects. Each project will culminate with a final project 
of use to the entire Team, ranging from research papers to databases. 

One such example is OSM/VISTA John Krizel serving with the Piney Creek Watershed Association 
in Beckley, WV. He will spend his year as an OSM/VISTA focusing on Core Goal 4, community revitalization 
and economic development. John will facilitate the creation of PCWA’s Green Community Program. The 
program focuses work in 3 different areas: green development/redevelopment, green behavior, and green jobs. 
At the end of his term, John will complete a project report which will include recommendations for sustaining 
the project in the Piney Creek Watershed and potential to replicate the effort throughout the ACCWT network.  

Projects such as John’s will leave a lasting impact in the communities with which they serve and will 
provide the ACCWT with tangible products to enhance the capacity of the entire Team. The Recovery 
OSM/VISTA projects create a unique opportunity for all involved. We look forward to the information these 
positions will be able to provide to our Team and our communities throughout the course of the year. 
 
 

Now you can have your own ACCWT Gear! 
 Our new online store can be accessed directly at www.zazzle.com/the_accwt, or through links available on both 
our website, www.accwt.org, or our Facebook Fan Page. Proceeds from all sales support the mission of the 
ACCWT!  
 
Getting your merchandise is a simple as: 

1. Log on to zazzle.com 
2. Create an account 
3. Search for the ACCWT (or go to www.zazzle.com/the_accwt) 
4. Shop 
5. Enjoy! 

Available items include: 
·  Tote bags 
·  Key chains 
·  Bumper stickers 
·  Magnets 

·  Stickers 
·  Mouse pads 
·  Buttons 
·  Coffee and travel mugs 

·  Hundreds of t-shirt and sweat shirt styles for men, women and children! 



 

 
6 

Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team                   
An OSM/VISTA Initiative     

Quarter 4 
July-Sept 

 

Appalachian States Served 

State Sites Served OSM/VISTAs Serving New Sites Recruiting* 

Alabama 0 0 5 

Kentucky 5 5 2 

Maryland 3 2 1 

Ohio 2 3 3 

Pennsylvania 11 11 4 

Tennessee 1 2 1 

Virginia 8 6 5 

West Virginia 11 19 2 

Team Total 41 48 23 

*Represents new sites working through the application process to receive their first OSM/VISTA. 

ACCWT Increases Sustainability    

The ACCWT Support Office welcomes a new full-time staff member, Elizabeth Dues. 
Elizabeth, now the administrative assistant, began her experience with the ACCWT this 
summer as a Summer Associate, working with Joe Campbell on the volunteerism project. A 
Fayetteville, WV native, Elizabeth holds an Associate in Business Law and a Bachelor in 
Business Administration from Mountain State University. Her attention to detail, dedicated 
work ethic, and vivacious personality makes her indispensable to the Team. Elizabeth works 
with Program Coordinator April Trent on the day to day to operations of the Team.  
Welcome to the Team, Elizabeth! 

 

Alumni News 

The ACCWT has created a listserv for all OSM/VISTA Alumni.  It is our hope that we can connect with our 
alumni and provide them with resources from grants to job opportunities.   If you are OSM/VISTA alumni and 
have news to share please contact April Trent at coordinator@accwt.org.  We look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Alumni Spotlight 

Shane Barton was an OSM/VISTA with the Upper Tennessee River Roundtable in Tazewell, Virginia from 
April 2005 – April 2007. Born in southwest Virginia, Shane graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University 
with duel Bachelor’s degrees in Environmental Studies and Urban Studies & Geography, and spent time 
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teaching with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s Virginia Watershed Education Program, post-undergrad. 
However, he desired a more service-oriented work. The opportunity to be the OSM/VISTA Watershed 
Coordinator with UTRR “gave me the chance to work in what was my own backyard where I grew up while also 
working towards a mission that I strongly agreed with. It gave me the chance to put in practice what I studied in 
college.” 
 
Currently Shane is the Coordinator for a new program entitled “Growing Local Economies Initiative” in the 
Appalachian Center at the University of Kentucky. The initiative’s goal is to develop local asset-based 
community development strategies in counties of Eastern Kentucky. Shane provides consultation for teams on 
local economic development and their group processes. “We are working towards a plan that promotes local 
opportunities […] I coordinate the work being done by four county teams and act as a liaison between the teams 
and the academic groups at UK to ensure community engagement and communication throughout the process.” 
 
Serving as an OSM/VISTA with the ACCWT and UTRR, the most important skill Shane says he learned was 
“how to communicate effectively in diverse groups […] This time allowed me insight into local rural political 
power and how to work within the system to affect it’s direction. But mostly this time provided me with the 
skills to adapt and overcome adversity while continuing on, whether in my personal life or in my work 
environment. […] I experienced what it really meant to create partnerships for the public good and what it meant 
to develop and build capacity.” 
 
Moving back to southwest Virginia allowed Shane to revisit and appreciate his roots: “My understanding of the 
passion between people and place and my own passion for Appalachia was re-energized. I had become so proud 
of the place I had run from many years before. I had been the typical teenager from Appalachia who attempted to 
run away as far and fast as I could, but now I can’t see myself working anywhere else but in these mountains.” 
 
Shane also learned that oftentimes the most effective way to learn about a community and become a part of it is 
not through organizations, but simply through meeting people and enjoying what the town and culture have to 
offer. “In two years of service with the ACCWT, I realized that engaging a community is not always done in 
meeting but more times than not I built relationships outside those meetings by integrating myself in the 
community and experiencing what they had to offer.  I must say I fostered more relationships going to the 
auction every other Tuesday night then I ever did by calling meetings for projects.” 
 
Says Shane, “I would like to thank my parents Erma and Ronald Barton, Carol Doss, the Town of Cedar Bluff, 
Meredith Ballard, Jenny B., and the entire group of ACCWT VISTA’s during my time for all their support and 
great times we shared from April 2005 to April 2007.” 
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Without the generous support from our partners and funders, our work in coal country would not 
be possible. Thank you for believing in our work and sharing in our mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU 
Office of Surface Mining 

Volunteers In Service To America 

Citizens Conservation Corps of West Virginia 

Appalachian Regional Commission  

Cornell Douglas Foundation 

EPA-Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds 

Kettering Foundation 

Norcross Wildlife Foundation 

Park Foundation 

 Patagonia 


